Newcastle band

with local ties

MANY would remember Phil Melntyre — ex
Boris and the Karloffs, ex Rum Jungle.

Phil is now living in Newcastle and his
band, Texas Radio and the Big Beat have
released their debut album, enginecred by
the former Taree lad,

The self-titled album is receiving plenty of
airplay on Taree's community radic 2BOB
FM. JBOB and Phil go way back — another
of Phil's alter-egos, Rum  Jungle was the
first band on stage at the first 2BOB Brush
Festival way back in 1979,

Phil returns to the Manning this weckend.
Texns Radio ond the Big Beat is the feature
artist nt o fund-raiser gor Bulga Hall — at
Bulga Hall — this Saturday evening. The
dinner/dance starts ot 6pm and rug up —
it'’s cold in 'them thar hills” !

FROM an interview with Phillip Mclntyre.
Anyway I put together a band with Jue
Williams on bass when we got back from
Amerien. We got on to Dave Carruthers who's
a fabulous drumimer and a great bloke. He'd
moved up from Canberra where he'd been
playing guitar in a band called Room I101.
Befare that he'd played drums in a tourin
danee band. We had some auditions and ke
was the first guy there and we loved him so
we cancelled the rest. We rehearsed ourselves
into the ground and played a few shows
around towns. It cost us money to play
solvly originel stuff! Anyway Dave didn't want
Lo get ton serious and he wound up playing
in a envers band to bring in the money.

That didn't stop us recording with kim though!
We called the band *Texas Radio and the
Big Beat' which proved to be pretty amusing.
People incariably got it terong. Texas Radio

and the Big Boot was a good one! Either
that or they thought we were two separate
bands. Sume people thought twe were a Doors
concept band! Fair enough, because that's
where the name comes from but I just loved
the imagery in that song.

Anvieay we had a friend who worked at
Trafalgar Studios in Sydney who was a
bass player in Buris and the Kﬂrin[[‘s which
was my old hand. He went out on his own
[reelance enginecring and had some downtime
lined up af Rich Studios in Kent Street so
we went down there and recorded a couple -
of tracks. Then we went nver with Mark
Tinson to what used to be Skyhigh Studios
in Jesmond and some of the recordings we
did there are on the CD. They've got a
really good vibe.

Actually one of them, Wasteaway, wound
up on the Cat in A Hat compilation album
that Wayne Hindson from 2NUR FM preduced.
We took a few people unawares because most

of them hadn't heard us and weren't expecting
it. The Groove entertainment guide scu'dr we
teere ‘surprise newcomers who woowed us
with their tune Wasteaway', To Concrete Press
we were ‘great new Incal falent’. They were
excited o come across ‘relatively unknotwn
gems'. Our ‘pop melndies were refreshing in
this age of f'u guilar rvck’! Anyway that
album’s been taken to Germany and France
and Wayne took o trip across the Stafes lo
promate it to college radio. We were featured
in a television news story that Prime TV did
and we also got airplay with Wasteawny on
ZNUR and alsn NXFM's show ‘Alive and
Brilliant' that Stephen Pickett hosted,

We also made a video elip for that song
whick I was pretty happy with but ['ve done
a few since for other people and learnt a
fair bit more. F've just finished editing Weld's
video and it's dynamite! Anyway, with some
of the money from reeording demos for other
bands, the sound joba I was doing, and
producing Gurillaﬁsh'.\i CD, we went over to
Forefront Studios in Adamstown and laid
down some more rhythm tracks, this time -
Cont. on Page 2.

Some people thought we were a Doors concept band!
Fair enough, because that's where the name comes from but | Just
foved the imagery in that song
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